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9ǳƎŝƴŜ LƻƴŜǎŎƻΩǎ wƘƛƴƻŎŜǊƻǎ ŘŜōǳǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƪŜǘ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ  

 

 

The Market Theatre Laboratory kicks off its 30-year anniversary celebrations with a production 

of Rhinoceros, written by celebrated French-Romanian playwright Eugène Ionesco, and 

performed by Kwasha! Theatre Company.  

 

Rhinoceros, first performed in 1959, is an emblematic work from Ionesco, one of the foremost 

figures of the French avant-garde theatre and the Theatre of the Absurd. The play depicts an 

imaginary epidemic of "rhinoceritis", a disease that frightens all the inhabitants of a city and soon 

transforms them into rhinoceroses. A metaphor for the rise of totalitarianism on the eve of the 

Second World War, it addresses the themes of conformism and resistance to political power. 

Directed by Theatre Duo Mahlatsi Mokgonyana and Billy Langa, who are known for their mastery 

of physical theatre, the company will combine different registers to bring this metaphor to life, 

exploring the tragic situation of human politics through the use of fantastical images.  

 

Rhinoceros is a play that is particularly relevant in the current moment, in terms of the global 

resurgence of fascism and the far-ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ 

ΨȄŜƴƻǇƘƻōƛŎΩ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳΣ ŦŀƭǎŜ ƭƻƎƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ ǿƛƭƭΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ 

this play allows us to simultaneously honour the Market Theatre Laboratory tradition of making 

socially relevant theatre, while giving young actors the opportunity to work on classic and 

stretching texts or adaptations.  

 

Kwasha! Theatre Company, a collaborative project with the Market Theatre Laboratory and the 

Windybrow Arts Centre, has already garnered international tour invitations, two Naledi award 

nominations, and two awards at the National Arts Festival since the company was launched in 

February 2018 as a company founded to support emerging artists in establishing professional 

careers, with a focus on Market Theatre Laboratory graduates. 

 

YǿŀǎƘŀΗΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƪŜǘ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ [ŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅΩǎ ол ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀō 

celebrations, which will be comprised of a 9 week-long festival of events. 30 Years of the Lab 

promises a diverse offering of alumni productions, storytelling evenings, a performance lecture, 

an alumni showcase and an exhibition that brings together, for the first time, a Market Theatre 

Laboratory archive of photographs, film, stories, and other records of its 30 year journey, 

reflecting on its relationship with South African history, and the shifting performing arts 

landscape.  

 

Rhinoceros, and its national tour, is made possible with support from the French Institute of 

South Africa and Mazars. Rhinoceros will play at the Durban Courtyard Theatre Thursday 24 ς 26 

October and Cape Town Magnet Theatre Friday 8-9 November 2019. 
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CAST & CREW 

Directed by: Billy Langa and Mahlatsi Mokgonyana  
Cast:      Aalliyah Matintela  

Molatelo Maffa  
Sibahle Mangena  
Sinenhlanhla Mgeyi  
Thulisile Nduvane  
Vusi Nkwenkwezi  

Dialogue Coach: Vanessa Cooke 
Set and Costume Design: Thando Lobese 
Lighting Design: Mandla Mtshali 
Sound Design: John Withers 
Production Manager: Rudy Motseatsea 
Stage manager: Namhla Blou 
Special thanks to Ryan Lloyd 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VENUE 

 

Johannesburg 

4 ς 20 October 

The Ramolao Makhene Theatre  

www.markettheatre.co.za  

 

 

 

PUBLICITY INFORMATION 

 

The French Institute of South Africa (IFAS) 

Mylene Loubiere 

T: 011 403 0458  

E: comm.culture@ifas.org.za   

 

The Market Theatre  

Lusanda Zokufa 

T: 011 832 1641 

E: lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/
mailto:comm.culture@ifas.org.za
mailto:lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za
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ABOUT KWASHA! THEATRE COMPANY 

 
 

The Kwasha! Theatre Company is a collaborative project between the Market Theatre Laboratory and The 

Windybrow Arts Centre. The project aims to support the careers of recent graduates, by identifying six of 

{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ 

programme of new and dynamic theatre pieces.  

 

'Kwasha!' is the isiZulu interjection which, loosely translated means, 'it's on fire!' 

 

The 2019 company members aim to uphold a standard of black excellence through making original work 

that reflects their unique voices and experiences as young South Africans as well as work that challenges 

the conventional norms of theatre.  

 

Kwasha! thrives on making work that is bold and confronts our current socio- economic environment. 

Work that dares black South Africans to dream past their current realities.  

 

As recently graduated professional artists, not only does Kwasha! want to grapple with South African 

issues, but also aims to expose South African work to a global artistic network through collaboration and 

conversation. In this way, they intend to play a part in leading a generation that will use their work as 

activism in whichever field they find themselves. in.  www.marketlab.co.za  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.marketlab.co.za/
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Actress: Aalliyah Matintela 
 
Aalliyah Zama Matintela (20) is an actress, theatre-maker, director and 
playwright, and a recent graduate of the Market Theatre Laboratory.  
She directed and performed in various community theatre festivals, 
where she won awards for her work, before committing to her passion 
by studying full time at the Lab. 
Highlights of her career include Africa Day Spectacle (dir. Omphile 
Molusi, choreographer. Mbali Nkosi, 2017), The Orestia Revisited (dir. 
Dorothy Ann Gould), 21 Wandah! (dir. Mwenya Kabwe, 2017) and 
Platitudes (dir. Nondumiso Msimanga, 2018). 
In addition, she co-directed the play Marose, which won Best Student 
Production at The National Arts Festival in 2018. 
She continues to be passionate about devised work and is pursing 
collaborations with artists on work that she has co-conceptualised 
together with her alumni and teachers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Actor: Sinenhlanhla Mgeyi 

 
Sinenhlanhla Mgeyi (26) is a theatre-maker, dancer, choreographer 
and an actor who graduated from the Market Theatre Laboratory in 
2017.  
Highlights of his performing career include roles in   Lampedusa Beach 
(dir Raissa Bringi, Italy), The Love of the Nightingale (dir. Nondumiso 
Msimanga) and the Naledi award winning production Hani : The Legacy 
(dir. Leila Henriques). 
As a director, he has been part of several award winning productions, 
including the winner of the Hillbrow Inner City Schools festival 
production Thwala, which he co-directed with Gcebile Dlamini and the 
National Arts Festival Student Festival merit-award winner Pop I Cherri, 
co-directed by Tumeka Matintela.  
Following his graduation from the Market Lab, he toured to the United 
Kingdom where he took part in a collaborative co-production 
Encountering the Other under the guidance of Clara Vaughan and 
Jaques Da Silva. He then joined the Kwasha! Theatre Company, where 
he has been part of major productions such as Error SA Comedy (dir. 
Christopher D. Betts) and The Little Prince (dir. Mwenya Kabwe and 
Clara Vaughan). 
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Actress: Thulisile Nduvane 
 

 
Thulisile Nduvane (23) is an actress, theatre-maker, an aspiring 
director, and a recent graduate from The Market Theatre 
Laboratory. 
Though a life-long lover of theatre, she only began to pursue a 
career in the performing arts at the Market Lab after completing 
her degree in Political Science and International Relations.  
Highlights of her career include Africa Day Spectacle (dir. Omphile 
Molusi, Choreographer. Mbali Nkosi, 2017), The Orestia Revisited 
(dir. Dorothy Ann Gould), 21 Wandah! (dir. Mwenya Kabwe. 2017) 
and The Saga of a City Hermit όŘƛǊΦ aƻƴŀƎŜƴƎ Ψ±ƛŎŜΩ aƻǘǎƘŀōƛΣ 
2018). Marose, which she devised with the cast and performed in, 
was awarded Best Production : Student Festival at the National 
Arts Festival in 2018.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Actress: Molatelo Tracy Maffa 

 
 
Molatelo Tracy Maffa is a young artist born and bred in Hillbrow, 
Johannesburg. She began her performing arts training at the 
National School of the Arts and went on to receive a diploma in 
Theatre and Performance from the University of Cape Town.  
She furthered her studies at the New York Film Academy in their 
Acting for Film program. During that year, she also attended a 
summer program at the Stella Adler Studio for acting.  
Highlights of her career include a supporting role in the award 
ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦƛƭƳ άLƴ ŀƴŘ Lƴǘƻ hǳǊǎέ directed by Jessie Zinn, 
which scooped Best International Short Film at the Ivy 
International Film Awards in 2015. Other works include Le Ndawo 
(Binary Theatre, 2016), Twelfth Night (Geoffrey Hyland), 
Sophiatown (dir. Claire Stopford, 2017) and Igama (dir. Slindile 
Mthembu, 2018).   
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Actress: Sibahle Mangena 
 

Sibahle Prosper Mangena is a graduate of the Market Theatre 
Laboratory.  
Since joining the Market Theatre Laboratory in 2016, Sibahle has 
been exposed to incredible experiences and has had the opportunity 
to participate in a number of productions with top South African 
theatre talent.  
Highlights of her live performance career include Lysistrata (dir. 
Mahlatsi Mokgonyana, 2017), Africa Day Spectacle (dir. Omphile 
Molusi, choreographer, Mbali Nkosi, 2017), 21 Wandah (dir. 
Mwenya Kabwe. 2017) and Platitudes (dir. Nondumiso Msimanga, 
2018)  
While theatre performance is her main focus, Sibahle has been 
featured in short films and continues to expand her skill set as a 
sound and lighting designer. She is also a talented vocalist.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Actor: Vusi Nkwenkwezi 

 

Vusi Petros Nkwenkwezi (27) is an actor, theatre maker and voice 

artist originally from Mpumalanga, who now bases himself in 

Gauteng. His performance career began in 2010 under the guidance 

of Oupa Sengaru Maleka and Itumeleng Motloung in Ivory Park, 

Tembisa.  

In 2016, he joined the Market Theatre Laboratory, following winning 

several awards for Drama in his matric year.  

Highlights of his work at The Market Lab include Lampedusa Beach 

(dir Raissa Bringi, Italy), UShakes (dir. Clara Vaughan), Lysistrata (dir. 

Mahlasti Mokgonyana), POP I Cherri (dir. Twiggy Matintela & 

Sinenhlala Mgeyi) and the award winning touring production Hani : 

The Legacy (dir. Leila Henriques). Hani received the Gold Ovation 

Award for the best production on the fringe at the National Arts 

Festival in 2017, and the Naledi Award for Best Ensemble in 2019.  

±ǳǎƛ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ 5ƛǎƴŜȅΩǎ ¢ƘŜ [ƛƻƴ DǳŀǊŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ 
when the production was dubbed into isiZulu. He continues to seek 
work that will stretch him in all aspects as a performer. 
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CREW 

Directors: Billy Langa and Mahlatsi Mokgonyana 
 
Billy Langa and Mahlatsi Mokgonyana-or The Theatre Duo, as they are affectionally known- are an 
independent collaborative theatre- making duo working and living in South Africa. They began creating 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ōǊŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ нлмрΦ  ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ 5ǳƻΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
presented in South Africa, Namibia, Scandinavia, Germany, and England, and has earned them criǘƛŎΩǎ 
picks and awards which include a Standard Bank Ovation Award, Best of IYAF (International Award), a 
Cape Town Fringe Fresh  Award, the Naledi Theatre Award for Best Production for Young Audiences and 
the ACT (Arts and Culture Trust ) Impact runner-up prize. 
Billy Langa is an award-winning actor, playwright, and educator. Langa takes a curious approach to theatre 
ς puzzling out what it means to those who perform it and those who witness it ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
to the body. A recent interest of LaƴƎŀΩǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ Ŧƛǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
theatre. 
Mahlatsi Mokgonyana is an award-winning theatre director, actor and dramaturge who prizes, above all 
else, the inherent truth in a piece of theatre, and the resultant impact it has on its audiences. 
In 2018, the Theatre Duo was invited to join Junkets Publishers to publish their critically acclaimed award-
winning poetry in performance theatre production Tswalo, which currently forms part of the curriculum 
at the Rhodes University drama department, where it is taught under translanguaging and performance.  

Billy Langa                                                         Mahlatsi Mokogonyana 
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Dialogue Coach: Vanessa Cooke 
 
Vanessa Cooke is an award-winning performer and workshop theatre practitioner. 
In 1971, she met the director Barney Simon at Dorkay House in Johannesburg. Together with him, Mannie 
Manim and a group of actors, she formed the Company and founded the Market Theatre in 1976. 
Vanessa has performed in over 50 plays and has won awards including Naledi Award Best Supporting 
Actress for Vigil (2014) and also for How I Learnt to Drive (1999), Laughing Wild (1989), Private Lives (1988) 
and Gertrude Stein and a Companion (1986). 
 

Vanessa is an exponent of Workshop Theatre and 
has been involved in the creation of South African 
plays such as Cincinatti ς Scenes from City Life 
(1979), Born in the RSA (1985) and This is for 
Keeps (1986), which won a Vita Award for Best 
Production.  
In the early nineties Vanessa started working at 
the Market Theatre Laboratory, the training and 
development wing of the Market Theatre. She 
retired from the Lab in 2008. In 1999 Vanessa 
won a Gauteng Arts & Culture & Heritage Award 
for Development Drama. 

Vanessa has a great love for Absurd Theatre and 
is honoured to be working on this production of 
LƻƴŜǎŎƻΩǎ Rhinoceros. 
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Stage Manager: Namhla Blou 
 
Namhla Blou is a B Tech graduate in Performing Arts Technology from the Tshwane University of 
Technology where she majored in lighting design for a film production. 
She is experienced in working in different areas of expertise of theatre as a technician in various 
productions.  Partaking in roles such as lighting designer, stage manager and follow spot technician. Have 
experience in working as a production designer for music video productions, art director, make-up artist, 
boomer and runner in the film and television productions during the years of study with her fellow TUT 
film and television students and professional productions. She also helped with continuity and 
coordination for a feature film production.  

She was the lighting designer for a dance 
production named Am I Free? which was staged at 
the South African State Theatre in 2017 for the 
Youth Expression festival and Incubator program, 
and later at the Ramolao Makhene Theatre.  
As a freelance lighting technician she worked at the 
Market theatre, State theatre, Joburg theatre, 
wƻƻŘŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ aƻƴǘŜŎŀǎƛƴƻΩǎ ¢ŜŀǘǊƻ ŀƴŘ 
Soweto theatre. Was selected to be an assistant 
stage manager at the Soweto theatre for 
Sophiatown, technical stage manager for the 
Dance Umbrella 2019 at State theatre and a follow 
spot technician for Freedom the musical 2019 at 
State theatre.  
Namhla is currently the Technical Assistant at the 
Market Theatre Laboratory, where she has worked 
as a stage manager, venue manager, lighting 
technician, sound technician, and stage technician 
on various productions including Hani, Arts 
Insideout, Cancelled, Modjadji and Unlearn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Media Release άRhinocerosέ 

Page 11 of 15 
 

 
Set & Costume Designer: Noluthando Lobese-Moropa 
 
Noluthando Lobese-Moropa is a multi-award-winning designer in theatre, television, 
photography and commercials. She has been nominated and awarded every year for her work in 
theatre since she began in 2008. She has acted as a judge for the South African Film and 
Television Awards for production design in feature films. She continues to collaborate with the 
premiere talents in theatre, film and photography. She has a fashion design background which includes 
working as a store manager and design intern at Sun Goddess. She was introduced into the world of 
theatre by her Mentor, Nadya Cohen, an award winning designer. They have collaborated on various 
productions at the home of South African theatre: Market Theatre. 
 

Her recent work in theatre includes Ballett, Big City 
Big Dreams (Costume Design), Gone 
Native (Set,Costume,Props Design), Ankobia (Set 
Design), Sabela (Costume Design) When Swallows 
Cry (Costume design), Divas of Kofifi 
(stage/costumes/props design), Tau 
(stage/costumes/props 
design), The House of Truth (stage/costumes/props 
design), Crepuscule (costume design), Lepatata 
(stage design), Colored Museum (dostume design), 
Pale Natives (production design), Animal Farm 
(costume design), and Cooking with Elisa 
(production design). 
 
She has been featured in a national television 
documentary "Life's a Stage", a behind the scenes 
project on theatre ς aired on SABC in 2012. 
Television directors she has worked with include 
Norman Maake, Zuko Nodada, Dumisani Phakathi, 
¢ǳƳŜƭƻ ΨaŜƭƭƻΩ aƻǊƻǇŀΣ vǳŜ bǘǳƭƛΣ ½ŜŜ bǘǳƭƛΣ 
Keitumetse (Director Kit), and Bathandwa 
Alperstein. 
 
Her work in television includes Mutual Friends S2, 
5ƛǊΦbƻǊƳŀƴ aŀŀƪŜΦ LǘΩǎ /ƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ {нΦ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ 
commercial as an Art Director. She worked on an art 

ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ƛǾƛƴƎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴнлмтΦ Lƴ нлмп ǎƘŜ Ŏƻ-founded Bake Und Backen, 
a company that provides props and costumes for film, theatre and television productions. 
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Lighting Design: Mandla Mtshali 
 
aŀƴŘƭŀ aǘǎƘŀƭƛ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƴŎŜ CŀŎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мффлΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
he subsequently worked there as the Resident Stage Manager. He worked with local and international 
dance companies like Moving Into Dance, Jazzart Dance Theatre, Scapino Rotterdam and Akram Kham 
Dance Company, to mention a few. After spending a few years at the Dance Factory he enrolled to study 
Performing Arts Technology at Tshwane University of Technology. While studying at TUT he also attended 
Stage Lighting Master Classes facilitated by local and international lighting designers.  

Upon completion of his studies, he did freelance 
work for various production companies and 
theatre productions, including MGG 
Productions, Production Projects, Vuyani Dance 
Theatre and French Institute of South Africa 
theatre projects, fulfilling various roles. He has 
plied his skills at most of the arts festivals in 
South Africa including Makhanda National Arts 
Festival, KKNK, Aardklop, Macufe, Dance 
Umbrella and Arts Alive. He later took up a 
permanent post at the Market Theatre as a Stage 
Manager. 
Mandla then joined the newly built Lyric Theatre 
at Gold Reef City Casino to assume the 
responsibility of Head of Lighting/Resident 
Lighting Designer. In his time at the Lyric Theatre 
he worked on a variety of productions ranging 
from musicals, music concerts, award 
ceremonies and live DVD recordings. In 2010 he 
headed the technical aspects of Goethe Institute 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ  Ψ·-IƻƳŜǎΩΣ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
German and South African artist performing at 
residential spaces in Hillbrow and Kliptown. 
When he eventually left the Lyric Theatre he 
freelanced for production companies such as 
SAB Gig Rig and Gearhouse SA. He also worked 
for a number of theatre productions undertaking 
tours locally and abroad with different 

choreographers and directors. His lighting designs has earned him 3 Naledi Theatre Awards nominations 
for Best Lighting Design in 2015, 2017 and 2018 for Cooking with Elisa, A Raisin in the Sun and When 
Swallows Cry respectively 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


